
Shaker Heights High School PTO: Meeting Minutes for August 29, 2016 

Co-Presidents Annette Himes and Maria Hunter called the meeting to order at 7:15 PM. The May 16, 2016 
minutes were approved and can be found online at www.shaker.org/hspto. 

Treasurer’s Report: Betsy Potiker introduced herself and presented the budget to the Board and meeting 
attendees. She asked the committee members to make sure their activity budgets were correct. The 2016/17 
budget was approved. A few highlights from the budget are: 
- The money available for Teacher Grants for 2016/17 was increased from $2500 to $3500 
- A $300 line item was added to the budget for “Art Project”  - this is for the Shaker City utility box projects 

Presentation - SAY (Social Advocates for Youth): 
Chris Ruma-Cullen presented information about the Social Advocates for Youth (SAY) program. It is a prevention 
program run through Bellfaire JCB and was created after the Columbine tragedy. SAY provides a licensed 
therapist in the middle school and high school who assists students through crisis and can direct them to further 
help. They provide classroom presentations, student leadership opportunities with community service projects and 
community programming. There is a SAY parent round table group which meets every second Wednesday of the 
month from 9AM to 10 AM where parents from various communities can network.  

There will be a SAY fundraiser September 19th at the Harvard Square Chipotle. 50% of the proceeds from sales 
that day will go toward the SAY program.  

Teacher Liaison Report: 
Annette Himes introduced the four teacher liaisons to the high school PTO. The number of teacher liaisons was 
increased to four teachers with the hope of having more teachers and curriculum/ administrative areas 
represented. The four teacher liaisons to the HSPTO are Jody Podl from the English department, Abby Goldstein 
from the Math department, Karen Slovikovski, High School Testing Coordinator, and David Peake, a guidance 
counselor, who introduced himself to the attendees.  

Presentation - Cambodia Immersion trip: 
Amanda Ersek presented details regarding the immersion trip to Cambodia taking place for 8-10 days during 
Spring Break 2017. This is a service trip with homestay, language immersion and some tourism. There will be a 
meeting before Open House in room 161. Students need to apply to this trip since there are limited spaces 
available. All students can apply, however, juniors and seniors will get priority. The cost of the trip is $3300 and 
includes meals, lodging and travel. For more information, a tentative itinerary, videos from previous trips and to 
apply go to http://tinyurl.com/j7wxxmr or email Ms. Ersek at ersek@shaker.org.   

Co Presidents, VP and Chair Reports: 
Co-presidents: Annette Himes and Maria Hunter reported on current HSPTO activities and their plans for the 
school year: 
 - The staff welcome back lunch was a success and Maria and Annette hope to have more volunteers/PTO 
hosts for next year so the parents have an opportunity to meet the current staff members.  
 - The HSPTO contributed to teacher Robin Snyder’s memorial fund.  
 - The Freshman orientation went well and more volunteers will be needed to next year.  
 - The goals for the 2016/17 HSPTO are to be more proactive with community building with new students 
and families, with parents and teachers and to bring more diversity to the PTO.  
 - The Brown Bag lunch with Dr. Hutchings happens every month during the school year. The August lunch 
topics included the bond issue coming up and 3 proposals for rebuilding the Middle School. (http://
www.shaker.org/MasterPlanning1.aspx). There will be more information about this subject at the upcoming 
PTO Council meeting on Monday September 19th and the Shaker School Board meeting on Tuesday 
September 13. Please also check the Mater Planning Community Meeting dates at the end of the minutes. 
Another topic covered was the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). This is a new federal act that replaces 
No Child Left Behind and gives states more control over how it will be implemented. Since Ohio’s plan 
deadline is June 30, 2017, Shaker sent representatives to Columbus to present its “ESSA White Paper”/what 
our requests/requirements would look like. To read the Shaker ESSA White Paper go to http://
filecabinet7.eschoolview.com/33CC8B53-5575-4F3C-B2D0-020B6A9F64B8/shakerwhitepaper%20updated
%207%206%202016.pdf . 
 - The PTO plans to establish a volunteer database in conjunction with the district volunteer coordinator. The 
hope is to get more and diverse volunteers for the many events and programs that the PTO supports. Maria 
and Annette encouraged everyone to attend the district meetings and to look online at the PTO sites for 
meeting dates and times to become more informed and involved.  
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The Co Presidents then introduced the new board members:  

Co-Presidents: Annette Himes & Maria Hunter 
Co-1st Vice Presidents: Lisa Hamilton & Lisa Vahey  
VP Communication: Debbie Weisman 
Co- VPs Educational Enrichment: Tammy Bell & Liz Duffett  
VP Financial Management: Jackie Duhamel 
VP Outreach: Susan Rotatori 
VP Parent Education & Advocacy: Sarah Divakarla  
Secretary: Molly Markey 
Treasurer: Betsy Potiker 
Assistant Treasurer: Sharyn Lowenkamp 
Nominating Co-Chairs: Renee Boyle & Susan Vodrey 

Outreach: Susan Rotatori reported on some of the projects and events that Outreach is responsible for: 
orientation, teacher appreciation lunches and late registration tours. The Outreach committee helped facilitate 
a SHHS class of 2016 senior project, designed and executed by Maisha Lewis. She created a wrap for a 
utility box, located at the corner of Woodbury Road and South Woodland, depicting the four seasons. The 
wrap beautifies the utility box and creates an opportunity for public art in the community. The Shaker Arts 
Council funded a portion of the project. The HSPTO hopes to assist other students who may be interested in 
wrapping utility boxes this year. 

Parent Education and Advocacy/CommUnity Builders Report: Lisa Hamilton and Lisa Vahey are looking for 
volunteers. Please follow CommUnity Builders at https://www.facebook.com/SHHSCommUnityBuilders/. The 
mission of CommUnity Builders is to intentionally include and connect SHHS families to build our “beloved 
community.” Lisa and Lisa encouraged all parents to read an article called “Begin Within” found at http://
www.tolerance.org/magazine/number-52-spring-2016/feature/begin-within . The article is about the skill required 
to to communicate effectively about controversial subjects regardless of who we are, what our intentions are or 
how long we have been teaching. Contact Lisa Hamilton at lisa@oliviamariedesigns.com and Lisa Vahey at 
lvahey@gmail.com for more information or to get involved.  

Maria Hunter introduced new SHHS Principal Mr. Jonathan Kuehnle. 

Principal’s Report: 
Mr. Kuehnle thanked Maria and Annette for his introduction. He recently moved into the Oneway 
neighborhood of Shaker with his wife and three children. His oldest child is 20 and he has twins who are  12 
years old and attend Woodbury. Mr. Kuehnle expressed that he is proud to be a part of the Shaker community 
and feels there is a sense of responsibility that comes with living in a community with the great reputation 
that we have.  

He reported that the beginning of the year was smooth and that his classroom visits have been great. Mr. 
Kuehnle expressed that he and the assistant principals will have a presence in the halls and classrooms as 
instructional leaders and will spend less time in their offices. He is proud of the staff and the caliber of 
students at Shaker which he feels is a testament to the community. He feels that the partnership between the 
teachers and families lays the groundwork for success and encouraged all parents to communicate with the 
staff.  

Mr. Kuehnle ended his report by saying he plans to be in Shaker for a long time and will be on stage to hand 
his now 12 year old twins their diplomas once they graduate! 

Mr. Kuehnle’s report was followed by a parent Q&A session. 

 Principal/Parent Q&A: 
Shaker has a new Dean of Students named Greg Zannelli. What will his responsibilities be? 
Greg Zannelli will handle tier-one disciplinary offenses dealing with attendance, tardiness, dress code and 
cell phone violations. He will also set up academic intervention programs with the Athletic Director to 
maintain athlete eligibility under the various Ohio requirements for each sport. Please see Mr. Zannelli’s 
biography at http://www.shaker.org/protected/ArticleView.aspx?iid=6GIPGPB&dasi=2YB  
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Will there be educators present at the “Study Tables?” Students don't seem to get the help they need since 
they are currently run by peers.  
Mr. Kuehnle indicated that the current program needs improvement and that the goal is to have teachers in 
tutoring capacities.  

Mr. Kuehnle also discussed that the Saturday school intervention program has been reintroduced and will 
take place within the 8AM to 12 PM  timeframe for 3 hours. He is also looking to institute the concept of 
restorative justice instead of out of school suspensions so that the student learns from his or her mistakes and 
is not isolated from school.  

Regarding the recent reports and studies about how much homework is too much, how do we decide how 
much is the correct amount? 
Mr. Kuehnle discussed the various opinions in circulation about this subject but thinks there is nothing 
definitive. He encouraged the parents to communicate with the teachers directly if their is a problem with 
homework load so that the student can get help immediately.  

A parent requested that the teachers honor “flex nights” for their subjects regarding homework, tests, etc.  
Mr. Kuehnle will support this idea.  

There was talk of a writing lab being created. Is it up and running?   
Mr. Kuehnle said the Shaker Writing Center is currently set up and staffed by the English department at the 
high school and ready for those who need help.  

A parent asked if there are alternatives to writing for the students who communicate better with alternate 
means?  
Mr. Kuehnle said parents should reach out to the teachers for alternate communication or writing means and 
they will find the support necessary for the student. Alternatives for writing include dictation systems and 
computer programs.  

Is there an update on school safety? 
Mr. Kuehnle reported that the front door buzzer system was installed and working well. It also includes an 
audiovisual feed so that the person buzzing in a visitor without an entrance fob can be recognized. He also 
discussed a plan for an additional security advisor.  

What is the status of the football stadium lights? 
Mr. Kuehnle said that at the test evening they felt that there needed to be at least 2X as many lights to 
correctly illuminate the facility. There are no plans for permanent lighting or for any special event temporary 
lighting.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 PM. 

The next HSPTO Board meeting will be held on October 10, 2016.


